S' George’s

Iniermational School, Luxembourg |
AL

L]
U

Curriculum Policy - Primary

1. Mission statement

In a complex and changing environment, we need to be agile, courageous and wise
in how we prepare our students for the future and how we participate fully in
Luxembourg’s educational landscape.

We believe that wisdom begins with wonder: we celebrate the joy of learning, we
foster perseverance and resilience, we seek to inspire our whole community, adult and
child, to unleash their curiosity and let their imaginations soar.

Visually, we want to celebrate our heritage as a British school, to enhance our
reputation as an inclusive, holistic environment where children thrive, where our
community makes a difference, locally and globally, where every student can explore
not just an exciting academic curriculum but also leadership opportunities, social
initiatives supporting sustainability and inclusion.

Our aim is to reflect our ethos, to celebrate our community, and to support our
purpose and values.
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2. Approach to learning

The school aims to prepare students for the opportunities, responsibilities and
experiences of life in Luxembourg, the European Union, the United Kingdom and
beyond. We aim to allow our students to flourish in a national and global setting.
Teaching methods provoke students to learn for themselves, so that although their
discoveries may not be new to the world, they are unique to the individual student.
There are students of differing abilities in every class, depending on the subject, style
and content of the lesson. Through a Universal Design approach, we aim to match the
challenge of the task to the needs of the student to enable them to make progress in
their learning.

Fundamental human values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual
respect and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs are seen as key elements
within the curriculum. Opportunities to reflect diversity, equity, inclusion and justice are
woven throughout the curriculum to include positive examples of all people. Negative
stereotypes including those that contravene the protected characteristics are
challenged. The aim of all lessons is to foster a sense of belonging amongst all students.
The curriculum includes timetabled lessons, a range of extracurricular and enrichment
activities.

Teachers use their wealth of experience by planning together as a team to broaden
students’ knowledge and depth of experience creating a positive atmosphere for
learning.

As they progress through school students will learn through wit and wisdom deploying
common sense and critical thinking. Students will be encouraged to learn agility to
navigate the complex demands of the 21st century, show courage in tackling obstacles
and learning new skills. Underpinned by the core value of kindness students will be
encouraged to be generous, collaborating and contributing within our community and
wider world, to be honest and just, handling challenges with integrity standing up for
equality and justice.
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3. A bespoke curriculum

The Primary section of St George’s International School uses a bespoke curriculum
unique to its circumstances and tailored to its specific needs using the best of the
National Curriculum for England, and the EYFS curriculum as well as successful
international initiatives.

The same principles of learning and teaching apply across all Key Stages of the Primary
school: EYFS (Nursery and Reception), Key Stage 1 (MP1 - Years 1 and 2), and Key
Stage 2 (MP 2 & 3 - Years 3 to 6).

Teachers foster imaginative learning through open ended tasks that promote
independence and individuality as well as encouraging collaboration and care for each
other in everyday activities. Teaching staff are encouraged to take a creative approach
to engage curiosity, utilising pace and timing as well as exciting hooks to spark
enthusiasm. The curriculum encourages active learning by providing students with
hands-on, engaging experiences that stimulate curiosity, promote critical thinking, and
foster a deeper understanding of the subject matter

Successful learning

Effective and positive relationships with students, based on mutual respect and trust,
are important to learning. To inspire and challenge students in our care we need to give
appropriate support, effectively use resources and ensure staff are continually updated
on current educational practices.

A book-based approach to learning is employed throughout Primary with cross-
curricular links across subjects, thus tailoring St George’s bespoke, broad and balanced
curriculum to the student’s unique needs in an exciting and inspiring way.

Each year group selects a quality text ensuring that it covers an exciting topic that can
be included in a cross-curricular way. Age-appropriate texts are carefully selected to
ensure diversity and inclusion, allowing books to mirror our school community and offer
a window to the wider world. Topics such as sustainability, history, traditional tales and
modern classics are used to deepen knowledge and understand and expose students to
high quality vocabulary and writing techniques. All elements of the English curriculum
may be covered through the chosen text; however, spelling, grammar and handwriting
may also be taught as stand-alone lessons. If appropriate, alternate media forms such
as film, newspapers, leaflets etc may be used as the focus.
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Continuous provision activities play a vital role in supporting children's characteristics
of effective learning and development within the Early Years Foundation Stage. At St
George's, these activities are carefully planned and consistently available to children,
providing a foundation for learning that fosters independence, curiosity, and problem-
solving skills. By offering an environment rich in resources, experiences, and
opportunities, continuous provision promotes active engagement, exploration, and a
sense of ownership over learning.

A key aspect of continuous provision is that it supports the development of children's
characteristics of effective learning: playing and exploring, active learning, and creating
and thinking critically. The activities are designed to encourage children to explore
freely, ask questions, and follow their interests. This aligns with the characteristic of
"playing and exploring," where children engage in hands-on experiences, take risks, and
test their ideas, building their confidence and resilience.

Continuous provision fosters "active learning" by promoting children’s sustained
involvement in activities. By providing choices and allowing children to revisit activities
over time, practitioners create an environment where children can develop
concentration, persistence, and enjoyment in learning. These attributes are essential for
academic and personal growth, as they encourage a deeper understanding of concepts
and skills. Continuous provision also supports "creating and thinking critically," which is
vital for problem-solving and decision-making. As children encounter challenges and
solve problems independently, they develop critical thinking skills. Activities such as
construction, role-play, and puzzles allow children to use their imagination, make
decisions, and reflect on their actions.

At St George'’s, we believe that high quality continuous provision activities combined
with positive adult child interactions enable children to develop and grow in
independence. Both elements provide a structured yet flexible environment that fosters
exploration, persistence, and creativity, helping children build essential skills for lifelong
learning.

Maths Throughout the Primary maths is taught by using concrete, pictorial and abstract
methods. It is as important for the oldest classes to follow this approach as the
youngest. Following the national curriculum for England and the EYFS curriculum,
Number; Shape and Space; Measurement; Data Handling; and Algebra are taught
through practical activities making use of visual, concrete resources to underpin the
conceptual mathematical concepts. A range of techniques are used to allow students to
deepen their understanding of problem solving and to build upon knowledge so that
individuals can choose the methos that best suits their thinking. Students may build to
application of their learning in a more abstract form demonstrating an understanding of
the techniques taught. Please refer to the calculations policy for more information.
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Science at St George’s is taught in a practical and engaging way that nurtures curiosity
and fosters a deep understanding of the natural and physical world. The carefully
planned units encourage children to develop a broad understanding of living things,
materials, and physical processes, while progressively building skills such as
observation, classification, data collection, and analysis. Lessons are hands-on and
investigative, providing opportunities for children to ask questions, test ideas, and reflect
on their findings. This approach not only deepens scientific knowledge but also cultivates
creativity, resilience, and problem-solving abilities.

Science units are interwoven thematically across the curriculum, creating purposeful
links with subjects. This integration allows children to apply their learning in meaningful
contexts, fostering critical thinking and cross-disciplinary connections. Fieldwork and
real-world applications enrich the curriculum, with activities such as exploring
ecosystems, investigating materials, or conducting experiments that reflect everyday
challenges and innovations.

At St George’s, there is a strong emphasis on sustainability throughout the science
curriculum. Working closely with the sustainability coordinator, principles of
conservation, renewable energy, and eco-friendly practices are embedded into lessons.
By exploring the impact of human actions on the environment and understanding global
challenges, children develop a strong sense of responsibility and a commitment to
making informed, positive contributions to their world.

The science curriculum aspires to inspire a lifelong passion for science, equipping
children with the skills, knowledge, and confidence to navigate and shape their future.

Computing curriculum fosters creativity and exploration, especially in the early years
and Key Stage 1, where offscreen activities help students connect concepts. In Years 3
and 4, we integrate digital tools and STEM activities to enrich learning and apply skills.
By Years 5 and 6, students transform their understanding through computational
thinking and coding. Coding is embedded throughout our curriculum from the early
years, ensuring that students engage with technology in a meaningful way from the
start.

Computing at St. Georges aims to build an understanding of the fundamental principles
and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic,
algorithms, and data representation. Computing and STEM are delivered to pupils
through discrete lessons but also integrated in the wider curriculum to encourage pupils
to become digital natives. Pupils learn to analyse problems in computational terms
through practical experience of solving such problems, including designing, writing and
debugging. Pupils are taught to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and
critically.

Through practical hands-on experience they learn to recognise and understand the
components that make up digital systems. Throughout their St. Georges journey -
pupils learn to embrace their digital life including their responsibilities to others, to
intellectual property rights and to the opportunities this opens for them in the future.
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Humanities is taught in a creative, thematic way, with engaging ‘hooks’ to inspire
learning and spark curiosity. Units of study are carefully planned to include and combine
both history and geography objectives through a bespoke skills-based curriculum with an
international outlook.

Through the development of history skills, there is a strong focus on experiential learning
using primary and secondary sources. As students’ progress throughout Primary, they
have ample opportunities to analyse sources critically, whilst making inferences about the
past and developing an understanding of bias. Geography skills are woven in alongside
history objectives, with a strong focus on map skills and locational understanding. The
curriculum includes opportunities for fieldwork, with use of the local environment, such
as the river and forest.

Topics are designed to fit in a cross-curricular manner within other subject areas, linking
closely with book-based English texts, science themes and current affairs. Through this
approach, the humanities curriculum blends geography and history skills with real-life
contexts, giving students a 360-degree view of their world. The humanities curriculum
includes enriching opportunities to bring learning to life, through day trips, residential
trips, and visitors and workshops in school.

Specialist subjects such as Art, Luxembourgish, French, Physical Education, Food
Technology, library, and music have been integrated into the primary curriculum to
provide a well-rounded and holistic education. These subjects are essential for
developing creativity, cultural awareness, physical development, and practical skills,
which complement the academic foundation through core subjects. Art and music
nurture self-expression, imaginative thinking, and an appreciation for cultural diversity,
while languages like Luxembourgish and French develop communication skills, cognitive
flexibility, and global understanding. PE promotes physical health, teamwork, and
resilience, emphasising the importance of an active lifestyle. Food Technology equips
students with essential life skills, such as understanding nutrition and sustainability, and
the library inspires a lifelong love of learning by developing critical thinking and research
abilities. Together, these specialist subjects transform the primary curriculum into a
multidimensional learning experience, equipping students with the knowledge, skills,
and values needed for both academic success and personal growth.

SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Cultural development) plays a crucial role in the
curriculum, aiming to promote the holistic development of students. It provides
opportunities for students to explore their own values and beliefs while developing a
respect for others. Through SMSC, students learn to appreciate diverse perspectives,
foster moral responsibility, and understand the cultural context in which they live. The
curriculum encourages spiritual growth by promoting self-reflection, ethical decision-
making, and a sense of belonging within the broader community. Social development is
nurtured through collaboration, communication, and understanding the importance of
relationships, while cultural development fosters an appreciation of both British and
global cultures, traditions, and values. By integrating SMSC into the curriculum, as well
as teaching discreet lessons students become well-rounded individuals who can
contribute meaningfully to society, both locally and globally.
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RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) is offered as a stand-alone, optional topic within
the curriculum, ensuring that students have the opportunity to explore key aspects of
personal and social development in a safe and supportive environment. This program
allows students to learn about relationships, consent, emotional health, and respect for
themselves and others. With a focus on building positive, healthy relationships, the
curriculum covers topics such as personal boundaries, diversity, and emotional well-
being. The RSE curriculum is designed to be age-appropriate, offering students the
chance to reflect on their own values while respecting those of others. Parents are given
the option to decide whether their child participates in the program, providing them with
the autonomy to make informed choices about their child’s education in this sensitive
area. Through this optional RSE curriculum, students gain the knowledge and skills to
navigate relationships in a respectful, responsible, and informed manner.

The Primary Leadership Team coordinates the curriculum and ensures the monitoring
and planning for effective teaching and successful outcomes for students are achieved.
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