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St George's

International School, Luxembourg
ASLBL

English as an Additional Language Policy

1. Introduction and rationale

This policy sets out the school’s aims, objectives and strategies in meeting the needs
of EAL students.

English is the main medium of instruction and interaction within school, and is at the
heart of teaching, learning and thinking. All students in this school have the right to
receive planned support with their skills in English.

Language learning — any language — supports the learning of English.

Language is best taught within the context of the subject.

All teachers must give attention to students’ language development in their own
subject.

All children and young people learn at different speeds, and language acquisition is
not linear.

Confident speakers of English need to develop a wide range of written skills to succeed
academically.

EAL support should enable students to undertake their studies in all subject areas
successfully.

1.1 Definition

The term EAL is used when referring to students coming from a home where English
is not the sole language spoken.

2. Aims and Objectives

We aim to:

e Help EAL students to become confident and fluent in speaking, listening, reading
and writing in English to fulfil their academic potential.

e Assess the skills and needs of students with EAL, communicate this to the whole
staff, and make appropriate provision throughout the school.

e Monitor students’ progress systematically and adjust support according to
individuals’ needs.
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Support EAL students with more general study skills including recognition of key
vocabulary, understanding instructions and producing acceptable academic writing
in the context of specific subjects.

Raise staff awareness of EAL issues as appropriate.

3. Primary School — EAL Policy

3.1 Provision of EAL Support

a.

Support from the Class Teacher and within the Milepost:

Teachers use various methods to assist students with their EAL learning
Identifying key language features for each curriculum area, including key
vocabulary, sentence structure and grammar, uses of language and forms of text.
Scaffolding is provided for language and learning (e.g., talking and writing frames).
Strategies for addressing these language features are incorporated in planning.
Where possible, learning progression moves from the concrete to the abstract.
Vocabulary work therefore covers not only everyday meanings, but also technical
and academic definitions as well as metaphors and idioms.

Additional visual support is provided e.g., posters, pictures, photographs, objects;
demonstration; use of gesture.

Explaining how spoken and written English differs for different purposes; providing
EAL learners with a range of reading materials to demonstrate the different ways
in which English is used.

Giving appropriate opportunities for developing speaking and listening skills
including explaining processes, giving presentations, using drama techniques and
role play.

Talking to support writing: Discussion opportunities before, during and after
reading and writing activities.

Using collaborative activities that involve purposeful talk and encourage and
support active participation.

Recognition that EAL students may need more time to process and answer both
orally and in written format.

Encouraging EAL learners to relate one language to another.

Support from the Inclusion Team:

Some children may need more additional EAL support than that which can be
offered by the class teacher and within the Milepost, and this is provided by staff
from the Inclusion Team. Further information can be found in the next section
under ‘EAL Flow Chart'.
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3.2 EAL Flow Chart

EAL Profile completed by Teachers - Identifies Students Needing EAL Support

Beginning of School Year — Autumn Term:

e Online training video available to explain to staff how to complete the EAL Profile for each of
their students. The Solihull EAL Profile is used.

e Teachers complete Excel spreadsheets for each class with all the data and a pull-down menu
for the different EAL codes. These are shared on the ‘Teams’ group ‘Data and Assessment —
EAL'.

Summer Term: Teachers update the EAL Profile to measure progress across the year.

U

Language Screening by Inclusion Team
- Identifies Specific Language Goals for these Students

Staff from the Inclusion Team carry out Language Screening. Screening of students seen for EAL
support in the previous school year can already begin in September. Once teachers have completed
the EAL Profile for their classes (see above), language screening can be carried out on the other
students whose EAL code indicated that they may need additional support.

The results from these Language Screenings are recorded in a Language Summary for each child which
identifies areas of strength and areas for further language development, and indicates the
recommended support for that child:

Support Not Needed (SNN)
Monitoring (M)

Extra Support (ES)

4. Language Group (LG)
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The Language Summaries can be accessed by teachers through iSAMS:

Student Manager > Search for child’s record > Documents and files > EAL Summary

v

Intervention Options

1. Support 2. Monitor 4. Language
Not ing (M) Group (LG)
Needed
(SNN)

‘ Language Groups
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Language Goals: The Language Groups focus on language skills identified in the Language Summary.
These include:

e Vocabulary: Focusingon everyday vocabulary for younger students and vocabulary needed
for current class work for older students.

e Grammar and Sentence Structure: Making phrases and sentences for younger students
and grammatical structures such as pronouns and different tenses for older students.

e Stories: Understanding and retelling stories used in current class work.

Organisation:

Year Groups: Language groups are offered to students from Nursery — Year 4. Studentsin Year

5 — Year 6 will be offered additional support as requested by teachers.

e Nursery Children: Nursery children with EALare given a term to settle into school before joining
a language group:

o September Starters: EAL support from January.

e January Starters: EAL support from April.

e Timing: Groups usually run once a week for about half an hour.

e Parents: Parents receive an email explaining that their child is attending a language group and
are encouraged to email the relevant contact person in the Inclusion Team if they have any
questions. Home activities are uploaded to Seesaw. A separate class group is set up for each
language group on Seesaw.

e Teachers: Teachers receivean email outlining the goals being addressed in the language groups.

They are invited to suggest additional areas of language that they would like the group to include.

Parents: Once the Language Groups have been set up, parents of children who may benefit from
extra support, but who do not need a language group will be contacted by email to offer some additional
activities to help their children develop their English. If the parent agrees, then one activity for this
child will be posted on Seesaw to address one of the areas identified in the language screening. A
separate class group will be set up for these students on Seesaw so that activities and responses can
be easily found. Once students complete the activity, one more activity will be posted.

Teachers: If teachers would like some advice about supporting studentswith EAL in their class, they
can contact the relevant staff member in the Inclusion Team.

U

Measuring Progress

‘ Language Group EAL Profile repeated in Summer Term

‘ Goals reviewed at the end of term Measures EAL progress across the school
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4. Secondary School — EAL Policy

4.1 Assessment and Tracking

On arrival in Secondary school, all students are asked to complete a questionnaire
about the languages they use, and in what context. They also complete an Oxford
placement test to determine their level of English against the Common European
Framework (CEFR) - see appendix.

Students who come from homes where English is not the sole language spoken, but
who reach level C1 on the CEFR will be considered level 1 EAL and their progress will
be monitored.

Year 7 students operating below C1 will be considered level 2 EAL and will receive
extra support by being initially placed in an English/humanities group with an EAL
focus. They will cover the curriculum content, but with an emphasis on improving their
English skills.

Students who are below C1 level and receiving EAL support will be tested on a termly
basis to track their progress and to reintegrate them into mainstream lessons when
appropriate.

Subject teachers will receive tracking information about all students operating at the
top end of the B2 range and above so they can make suitable provision for them in
mainstream classes.

4.2 Exit Procedure

When a student is making age-appropriate progress and is not at risk of stalling in
their English progress, they may be moved to a mainstream group.

5. Special Educational Needs and Gifted and Talented Students

e EAL is not a Special Educational Need or Disability (SEND).

e Most EAL students needing additional support do not have SEND.

e Should SEND be identified, EAL students have equal access to the school’s SEND
provision.

e If EAL students are identified as Gifted and Talented, they have equal access to
the school’s provision.

6. Teaching Strategies

e Key language features of each curriculum area, e.g. key words, specialist
vocabulary, forms of text, are identified.

e Enhanced opportunities are provided for speaking and listening; and use is made
of collaborative activities that involve purposeful talk and encourage and support
active participation.
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e Additional visual support is provided e.g. posters, pictures, photographs, objects,
demonstration, use of gesture.

e Where possible, learning moves from the concrete to the abstract.

e Scaffolding is provided for language and learning, e.g. talk frames, writing frames.

e We recognise that EAL students may need more time to process and answer both
orally and in written format.

7. Monitoring and review

This policy is reviewed annually.
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Appendix The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

Speaking & Listening

Reading

Writing

Al | Can understand basic Can understand basic Can complete basic forms,
instructions or take part in | notices, instructions or and write notes including
a basic factual information. times, dates and places.
conversation on a
predictable topic.

A2 | Can express simple Can understand Can complete forms and
opinions or requirements | straightforward write short simple letters
in a familiar context. information within a or postcards related to

known area, such as on personal information.
products and signs and

simple textbooks or

reports on familiar

matters.

B1 | Can express opinions on Can understand routine Can write letters or make
abstract/cultural matters information and articles, notes on familiar or
in a limited way or offer and the general meaning | predictable matters.
advice within a known of non-routine information
area, and understand within a familiar area.
instructions or public
announcements.

B2 | Can follow or give a talk Can scan texts for Can make notes while
on a familiar topic or keep | relevant information and someone is talking or
up a conversation on a understand detailed write a letter including
fairly wide range of topics. | instructions or advice. non-standard requests.

C1 | Can contribute effectively | Can read quickly enough Can prepare/draft
to meetings and seminars | to cope with an academic | professional
within own area of work course, to read the media | correspondence, take
or keep up a casual for information or to reasonably accurate notes
conversation with a good | understand non-standard | in meetings or write an
degree of fluency, coping | correspondence. essay which shows an
with abstract expressions. ability to communicate.

C2 | Can advise on or talk Can understand Can write letters on any

about complex or sensitive
issues, understanding
colloquial references and
dealing confidently with
hostile questions.

documents,
correspondence and
reports, including the finer
points of complex texts.

subject and full notes of
meetings or seminars with
good expression and
accuracy.

St George’s International School Luxembourg -Version 1.5 Reviewed March 2024




